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Bill Clinton stumps in Stevensville Sunday
JOEL GALLOB
STAFF REPORTER

Former President Bill 
Clinton will visit Stevensville 
High School on Sunday, 
June 1, as part of his effort in 
Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. 

He will be at the north lawn 
of the school campus, 300 Park 
Ave. at 9:15 a.m. 

The event is titled 

“Solutions for America.”
“This is a fabulous opportu-

nity, for students, for teachers, 
for the whole community of 
Stevensville,” said Stevensville 
School District Superintendent 
Kent Kultgen. “It’s really a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity.” 

Kultgen said the event is 
expected to last about 90 min-
utes. He met with representa-

tives of the Hillary Campaign 
and the Secret Service 
Thursday in preparation for 
the weekend event. The Secret 
Service protects Bill Clinton as 
a former president. 

“I asked them, ‘Why 
Stevi?’” said Kultgen. “All 
they said is, ‘President Clinton 
is very big on going to small 
towns. It’s his calling.’”

Whether one was happy 

with Bill Clinton’s history or 
not, Kultgen said, “This is 
still a president of the United 
States. We’re very excited. This 
is something that people will 
remember for a lifetime.”

Bill Clinton, his daughter 
Chelsea Clinton, along with 
Hillary and her Democratic 
primary campaign opponent 
Barack Obama, have made 
Montana, for the first time in 

memory, a potentially key state 
in a major party presidential 
nomination fight. 

Montana’s small number of 
delegates to the Democratic 
Convention, in most presiden-
tial election years, have had 
little impact. Thanks to the 
winnowing out process, by the 
time it reaches the Treasure 
State, a clear nominee has usu-
ally already been produced. 

This time the opposite is hap-
pening. 

With Obama and Clinton 
neck-and-neck, and a pos-
sible fight over the Florida and 
Michigan delegates looming, 
Montana’s meager delegate 
count bodes large in the scripts 
of both candidates. 

Clinton will also make cam-
paign stops in Anaconda, Great 
Falls and Helena later that day.

Special guest

Zoning 
opponents 
organize

Huey Lewis 
may perform 
in Stevensville

ANTHONY QUIRINI
STAFF REPORTER

“We’re on board, we’re engaged, and we 
got a war ahead of us,” Terri Daniel said.

Ravalli County’s countywide zoning proj-
ect is gaining momentum.

And opponents to the zoning project are 
getting organized to spread their message.

Wednesday, more than 80 people packed 
into the Charlos Heights Fire Station to listen 
to a number of speakers talking about zoning 
related issues and what could happen if zon-
ing is adopted in Ravalli County.

The meeting was planned by a group of 
citizens. Lee Foss did most of the moderat-
ing.

GEORGIA KAY
STAFF REPORTER

Rumors have been flying that Western 
Heritage Days in Stevensville may have a 
special guest during the Downtown Saturday 
Night on June 14.

Grammy-award winning Huey Lewis has 
tentative plans to sit in with Joan Zen.

“We’re all keeping fingers crossed for no 
rain and that Huey doesn’t suddenly need to 
go off to Japan or somewhere,” Debra Hicks, 
lead singer of Joan Zen, said. “He wants to 
pop by and sit in and hopes that his schedule 
will permit that.”

Lewis was a guest artist on Joan Zen’s last 
CD, “Youniverse.” 

“If he shows up it will be a great treat,” 
Hicks said.

Pinesdale residents refute tax-free rumors
STACIE DUCE
RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Dewey Allsop of Pinesdale 
would like nothing more than for 
members of the Corvallis School 
District to be a united community 
– one with enough understanding 
and foresight to approve Tuesday’s 
$23.5 million bond to build new 
school facilities.

But he’s not sure that’s going to 
happen.

“It’s amazing how many people 
have their head in the mud,” he 
said. “On the one end, Pinesdale is 
tired of people thinking they don’t 
contribute and on the other end 
are people who think we don’t pay 
taxes. It causes division and in both 
ways, the kids are the ones who 
lose.”

With fuel prices and other costs 
of living skyrocketing, the timing 
of the hefty bond proposal is tough 

for many property owners to swal-
low. But the social misunderstand-
ings are almost more of thorn in 
the side of the school district. 

Tonia Bloom has served on the 
Corvallis School Board for more 
than 20 years. “It’s frustrating to 
hear misinformation in the com-
munity that’s hard to correct,” she 
said. 

The town of Pinesdale is incor-
porated. Lying at the base of 

the Bitterroot Mountains west 
of Corvallis, the community has 
a degree of self-sufficiency with 
its own post office, police force, 
businesses and private elementary 
school. The 1,000 acres that com-
prise the community are owned by 
a nonprofit organization, Unified 
Industries, organized under the 
tenets of their religion, Apostolic 
United Brethern. 

WILL MOSS – Ravalli Republic

Darby second-grader Robert Dreese and kindergartener Zachary Thomas receive a visit from miniature horse Doc Holiday and owner Diane 
Purcelli during class Thursday morning.

WILL MOSS – Ravalli Republic

Purcelli brought Holiday – who 
wears sneakers – and her Border 
collie Sly to Darby Elementary.

Small steps
WHITNEY BERMES
RAVALLI REPUBLIC

DARBY – On an otherwise ordinary Thursday morning, Darby Elementary students were treated to a 
not-so-ordinary guest. 

Doc Holiday, an 8-year-old miniature horse, stopped by the school to reward students for their hard 
work over this school year. 

“Since the kids have worked really hard on reading all year, we thought it’d be a good way to celebrate 
everything they’ve done,” said Jessie Dufresne. 

Dufresne is a Title One teacher, instructing kids in kindergarten to sixth grade. Title One is a federally 
funded program that offers reading and math help for kids who need extra attention. The Darby teachers 
were impressed by their students work over the year and wanted to give them something special.

“The kids really enjoy having animals in the classroom,” said Tracie McCrossin, a Title One teacher. 
Doc was brought to the school by Diane Purcelli, owner of the Shooting Star Ranch in Darby. The 

ranch offers a therapeutic riding program, home to eight horses that work with children and adults 
with special needs. The program is one of 750 programs accredited by the North American Riding 
Handicapped Association. 

Jaclyn Adams

Jaclyn finished her work at 
Loose Ends Salon Thursday 

in Hamilton and was headed 
home to see her 3-year-old 

son Parker.

See MINIATURE HORSE, Page 8
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Seven Ravalli County commissioner can-
didates running for two seats faced off dur-
ing the last forum for the primary season on 
Thursday night.

The forum was sponsored by the Ravalli 
Republic and Valley FM.

If you didn’t get the chance to listen to 
candidates’ views first hand, go to the Ravalli 
Republic’s Web site for live audio/video of 
the debate. Look for the 2008 election link 
on the top right hand side of the Web page.

See FORUM, Page 4
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“She’s very good about accommodating what we need if she’s got 
time in her busy travelling schedule,” McCrossin said of Purcelli. 

Doc Holiday is a mostly black horse, with a white tail and white on 
his back legs. He sports white and pink Sketcher tennis shoes and has a 
long, fuzzy mane. 

Doc’s signature tennis shoes were specially ordered from the Build-
A-Bear Web site, a custom teddy bear site. Doc wears shoes to keep his 
hooves from scuffing floors of places he vis-
its, like gymnasiums or hospitals. 

He spent the morning with classes of 
first through fifth graders. Students got the 
chance to learn about the parts of the horse, 
read with him and even get some of his 
famous Doc Holiday kisses. 

Sly, a black and white border collie, 
accompanied Doc to the school as well. Sly 
doesn’t normally come along, Purcelli said. 
But one of the books teachers read out loud 
was “Floss,” a story about a border collie. So 
Purcelli thought it would be fitting to bring 
Sly along. 

“The fifth- and sixth-graders were 
remarkable,” Purcelli said. “They came out 
of their shells.” 

Purcelli takes Doc and a wild mustang 
named Nevada Joe around the country 
for nine months a year, making appear-
ances at veterans hospitals, horse fairs and 
expos to educate people on therapeutic 
riding. Nevada Joe is the NARHA Horse 
Ambassador. 

Doc’s small size and well-mannered 
nature make him perfect for hospital visits, Purcelli said, making him 
great to visit with patients who are in wheelchairs or bed ridden. 

In the last year, Doc and Joe travelled to numerous states like Ohio, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

This visit to Darby school is part of an effort to start a new reading 
program called Teaching Reading or Telling Stories with Doc Holiday.  

Purcelli started her therapeutic riding program at Shooting Star 
Ranch four years ago. Their facility offers private and group lessons and 
summer session camps. This year, because Purcelli has been on the road 
for nine months, Shooting Star will be focusing more on their camps, 
she said. 

The next stop for Joe and Doc will be at the Sharon Camarillo 
Horesmanship Clinic in Corvallis that runs June 5-8.

Reporter Whitney Bermes can be reached at 363-3300.

Miniature horse, continued

WILL MOSS – Ravalli Republic

Purcelli with Doc Holiday 
in Jessie Dufresne’s 
class. “The fifth- and 
sixth-graders were 
remarkable,” Purcelli said, 
“They came out of their 
shells.”WILL MOSS – Ravalli Republic

Purcelli is the owner of the Shooting Star Ranch – a Darby-based theraputic riding program. She and Doc Holiday spend a 
couple of months a year visitng hospitals and horse fairs educating people on theraputic riding.

WILL MOSS – Ravalli Republic

Left: Doc Holiday’s 
sneakers are actually 
built for a large teddy-
bear, but fit him 
perfectly. They prevent 
his hooves from scuffing 
floors when he visits 
hospitals or schools.
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Former President Bill 
Clinton will visit Stevensville 
High School on Sunday, 
June 1, as part of his effort in 
Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. 

He will be at the north lawn 
of the school campus, 300 Park 
Ave. at 9:15 a.m. 

The event is titled 

“Solutions for America.”
“This is a fabulous opportu-

nity, for students, for teachers, 
for the whole community of 
Stevensville,” said Stevensville 
School District Superintendent 
Kent Kultgen. “It’s really a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity.” 

Kultgen said the event is 
expected to last about 90 min-
utes. He met with representa-

tives of the Hillary Campaign 
and the Secret Service 
Thursday in preparation for 
the weekend event. The Secret 
Service protects Bill Clinton as 
a former president. 

“I asked them, ‘Why 
Stevi?’” said Kultgen. “All 
they said is, ‘President Clinton 
is very big on going to small 
towns. It’s his calling.’”

Whether one was happy 

with Bill Clinton’s history or 
not, Kultgen said, “This is 
still a president of the United 
States. We’re very excited. This 
is something that people will 
remember for a lifetime.”

Bill Clinton, his daughter 
Chelsea Clinton, along with 
Hillary and her Democratic 
primary campaign opponent 
Barack Obama, have made 
Montana, for the first time in 

memory, a potentially key state 
in a major party presidential 
nomination fight. 

Montana’s small number of 
delegates to the Democratic 
Convention, in most presiden-
tial election years, have had 
little impact. Thanks to the 
winnowing out process, by the 
time it reaches the Treasure 
State, a clear nominee has usu-
ally already been produced. 

This time the opposite is hap-
pening. 

With Obama and Clinton 
neck-and-neck, and a pos-
sible fight over the Florida and 
Michigan delegates looming, 
Montana’s meager delegate 
count bodes large in the scripts 
of both candidates. 

Clinton will also make cam-
paign stops in Anaconda, Great 
Falls and Helena later that day.
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“We’re on board, we’re engaged, and we 
got a war ahead of us,” Terri Daniel said.

Ravalli County’s countywide zoning proj-
ect is gaining momentum.

And opponents to the zoning project are 
getting organized to spread their message.

Wednesday, more than 80 people packed 
into the Charlos Heights Fire Station to listen 
to a number of speakers talking about zoning 
related issues and what could happen if zon-
ing is adopted in Ravalli County.

The meeting was planned by a group of 
citizens. Lee Foss did most of the moderat-
ing.
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Rumors have been flying that Western 
Heritage Days in Stevensville may have a 
special guest during the Downtown Saturday 
Night on June 14.

Grammy-award winning Huey Lewis has 
tentative plans to sit in with Joan Zen.

“We’re all keeping fingers crossed for no 
rain and that Huey doesn’t suddenly need to 
go off to Japan or somewhere,” Debra Hicks, 
lead singer of Joan Zen, said. “He wants to 
pop by and sit in and hopes that his schedule 
will permit that.”

Lewis was a guest artist on Joan Zen’s last 
CD, “Youniverse.” 

“If he shows up it will be a great treat,” 
Hicks said.

Pinesdale residents refute tax-free rumors
STACIE DUCE
RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Dewey Allsop of Pinesdale 
would like nothing more than for 
members of the Corvallis School 
District to be a united community 
– one with enough understanding 
and foresight to approve Tuesday’s 
$23.5 million bond to build new 
school facilities.

But he’s not sure that’s going to 
happen.

“It’s amazing how many people 
have their head in the mud,” he 
said. “On the one end, Pinesdale is 
tired of people thinking they don’t 
contribute and on the other end 
are people who think we don’t pay 
taxes. It causes division and in both 
ways, the kids are the ones who 
lose.”

With fuel prices and other costs 
of living skyrocketing, the timing 
of the hefty bond proposal is tough 

for many property owners to swal-
low. But the social misunderstand-
ings are almost more of thorn in 
the side of the school district. 

Tonia Bloom has served on the 
Corvallis School Board for more 
than 20 years. “It’s frustrating to 
hear misinformation in the com-
munity that’s hard to correct,” she 
said. 

The town of Pinesdale is incor-
porated. Lying at the base of 

the Bitterroot Mountains west 
of Corvallis, the community has 
a degree of self-sufficiency with 
its own post office, police force, 
businesses and private elementary 
school. The 1,000 acres that com-
prise the community are owned by 
a nonprofit organization, Unified 
Industries, organized under the 
tenets of their religion, Apostolic 
United Brethern. 
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Purcelli during class Thursday morning.
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DARBY – On an otherwise ordinary Thursday morning, Darby Elementary students were treated to a 
not-so-ordinary guest. 

Doc Holiday, an 8-year-old miniature horse, stopped by the school to reward students for their hard 
work over this school year. 

“Since the kids have worked really hard on reading all year, we thought it’d be a good way to celebrate 
everything they’ve done,” said Jessie Dufresne. 

Dufresne is a Title One teacher, instructing kids in kindergarten to sixth grade. Title One is a federally 
funded program that offers reading and math help for kids who need extra attention. The Darby teachers 
were impressed by their students work over the year and wanted to give them something special.

“The kids really enjoy having animals in the classroom,” said Tracie McCrossin, a Title One teacher. 
Doc was brought to the school by Diane Purcelli, owner of the Shooting Star Ranch in Darby. The 

ranch offers a therapeutic riding program, home to eight horses that work with children and adults 
with special needs. The program is one of 750 programs accredited by the North American Riding 
Handicapped Association. 
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